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mendation was adopted by Mr. Millet, but the second was
rejected, and instead of the seal there was adopted a bird's-
eye view of Culebra Cut, in the completed canal, with a ship
passing through, and the motto of the seal, "The Land
Divided, the World United," inscribed above it. The work
was placed in charge of Victor D. Brenner, an eminent
sculptor, who modeled a medallion of President Roose-
yelt at personal sittings at Oyster Bay in July, 1908.

Over one hundred pounds of copper, bronze and other
material from abandoned French locomotives and ma-
chinery on the Isthmus were shipped to the United States
Mint in Philadelphia, and from these the medals were cast.
They were awarded to all Americans in the Canal and
Panama Railway employ who had served two years or more
on canal work. Each additional two years of service was
indicated by the attachment of a bar so inscribed. Distri-
bution of the medals, inscribed with the name of the recip-
ient and the date of his original employment, was begun
in September, 1909, and over six thousand were delivered.
They were very highly prized by their owners, and the
bestowal of them contributed materially to the patriotic
pride in their work which was so universal in the canal
force, and which was the chief cause of its remarkable effi-
ciency.

As recorded in a previous chapter, Roosevelt was the
first President to send a message to Congress in print,
rather than in script as had been the invariable custom.
He established another precedent in a special message
which he sent to Congress on December 17, 1906, setting
forth in detail the results of his visit to the Isthmus. He
accompanied the text in this instance with reproductions
of photographs showing the condition of the work at va-
rious points. This was the first illustrated message ever
transmitted to Congress and its appearance in the Senate
caused a feeling approaching consternation in that august
body, whose members looked upon it as that abhorrent
thing called "an innovation," a breach of tradition amount-
ing almost to treason. The House, on the contrary, hailed